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Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, ore-mail: the_vmeQpkonhne.co.uk 
Every letter published wins a FREE CD 








V ♦ Live dates, multimedia events, happenings... 
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□ of the people reading this will 


win the lottery. 14 know how to 

get hold of a plumber at the 
weekend-^ of you have a third 

nipple • 17 people believe 

in reinearnation • E5 

believe in Scooby Doo- 



But you look like 
ordinary people* 
And thisr looks 
like ordinary 


whisky••• 


ORDINARY 

WHISKY- 



Poland 



and Korea converging on the city: some radio stations 
were playing non-stop Etudes and Polonaises. But the 
sound of young Poland seems to be Disco-Polo (and its 


A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month . . 


Kleszcz loves traditional folk music, but 'as an act of 
provocation' he recently persuaded The Twinkle 
Brothers, Brixton's reggae supremos, to come to 
Poland and record with The Trebunia Family, a highly 
respected folk group based in the Tatra Mountains in 
the south. Two records emerged from the meeting, 
Reggae In A Polish Stylee and Come Back Twinkle 2 
Trebunia Family, both released on Kleszcz's own 
Kahuna label. The music is an uncomfortable 
marriage at times — not surprisingly, perhaps — but 
on a few tracks the combination of South London 
heavy manners and Eastern European sonic folklore 
works surprisingly well. The records have proved to be 
very popular in Poland -1 heard them first in a 
couple of different pizza joints. 'They get played a lot 
in clubs — and for quite a lot of people it’s been a 
strange route back to their own musical culture,' says 
Kleszcz, who has also released some Lee Perry 
material, including one deranged piece that extends 
fraternal greetings to all the (non-existent) Eskimos of 


notoriously elusive anyhow, partly because my cal 

only a couple of days earlier. But I did meet Krzys 
Trebunia, the eldest son of Trebunia group leader 
Wladyslow, who lives in Poronin, where Lenin livei 
plotting revolution, for a couple of years before th 
First World War. The Nimbus recording focuses 01 
more distinctive, traditional Podhale style - high 
male voices, lots of open fifths, the lead fiddle pla 
angular lines accompanied by a couple of other vi 
playing chords and a three stringed cello as bass 
but The Trebunia Family actually play everything f 
polkas and waltzes through to their collaborations 
The Twinkle Brothers and jazz saxophonist Zbignii 
Namyslowski. 

Krzysztof is a modem guy — he’s studied archite 
but returned home 'so I can see the view of the Ta 
every morning'. He's recently been talking with 
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CalArts SchoolotMusic 
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become a nanotechnology refrying the atoms of other musics into 
!5s. In the process, a lattice of invisible, interconnected networks has 
disparate but like-minded musicians, labels and festivals. Rob Young maps 
q^the ngw urban music 


^worlds collide 

FA 


jilt, gaunt-faced man who introduced hin 


as Scanner (Sonar), David Toop and Max Eastley 


ire, imploding revelatory exp 


outside the Spanish borders yet 
This is nq^his story, ^it ir 
embarcation point for musicians 


an circulate successfully in spaces that aren't sha 


previously thought to 


me created by the musicians themselves. 






































Don Cherry died this October. During his life he pioneered the now standard 
notion of the mercurial world musician, moving from the jazz clubs of 50s LA to 
the wide-ope» Hfeces ofijAffltei and Asia. TKbute by Howard Mandel 

















Following the death of Jerry Garcia, John Oswald’s Grayfolded, a digital reworking of The 
Grateful Dead's “Dark Star”, has assumed new, ghostly qualities. Interview by Simon Reynolds 



is a highly self-conscious practice 
copyright, signature and 'the death of 


(50,000 copies sold!). 

E performance they eve 


lically and institutionally, with its < 
lgs by The Beatles, Elvis, Dolly Parton, Michael Jackson, 


ide a name for himself in 1989 The results, as anyone who bought the first part will know, are astonishing. Whereas the 
us, iconoclasm (literally idol-smashing) of Plunderphonics was 

U At certain points you think: 




What’s happening? Have the 
drugs kicked in? M 































In the popular imagination, the music of Vini Reilly and The Durutti Column describes a 
hermetic universe of bedsitter angst and New Age discourse. Not so, says Reilly who claims his 
music has more in common with Fats Waller, flamenco, Charles Ives, Heavy Metal and the 
vanguard technology of CD-ROM. Interview by Paul Stump 
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5 [Soft Machine] 































John Barry is one of the most influential post-war film composers: his iconoclastic scores for 
the James Bond movies have inspired a generation of musicians, from Portishead to John Zorn. 
Ben Watson tallcs to Barry about his pioneering use of the studio and how it formed a 
bridgehead between the mainstream and the avant garde 


the studio 


system 







U The Bond stuff was unusual. The studio 
was very much an instrument. It was an old 
church hall; if you’d recorded anywhere else 
it wouldn’t have sounded the same J J 







- harmonia mundi - 
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Julian Arguelles, Mike Walker. Steve Swallow. 
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STEVE 
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loved it I’ve never felt that it was a poor relation, 1 don't think its a crappy job. 1 don’t 
think screen writing is a crappy job either. If you do it well, its a hell of a craft People 

derogatory way. If Wagner was alive today he'd be writing for movies!” 

| n 1977 John Barry wrote the score for The Deep, a bizarre mix of classical ambitions 


featured a robotic disco thud beneath Donna Summer’s cybersex groaningsi Since then, i 
though, he has succumbed more and more to the big-budget Hollywood preference for 

with threatening harmonic nuances, urgent minor blues riffs, Wagnerian rumblings — 
they are hardly the stuff of legends (or manna for future cults). 

The Moviola CD arrives with a reproduction of an oil painting on the cover. It shows 
excited kids running home from an old fashioned cinema, everything suffused in a 
nostalgic glow, all the surfaces redolent of Edward Hopper. The high-art packaging is 
indicative (a far cry from the wonderful kitsch — disco-lights as Sonia Delaunay for j 

craftsman delivering the goods to the industry; classy orchestral homogeneity has ! 
replaced the unruly miscegenations of the 60s. ( 

mainstream needs recourse to those creative springs. Maybe thafs why “The James 
Bond Theme’ still works like a sonic infusion from the jugular. 

Moviola II and the third volume of John Barry: The EMI Years have just been released 
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Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 



- Second Nature (Fa: 


jDog(FMP) 


Cowws Quintet - Grooves 'N’ Loops (FMP) 
Strange Pursuit - The Zone (Red Hook Records) 

Dave Douglas's Tiny Bell Trio - Constellations (ha 
Brad Goode — Brad Goode (Sunlight) 

Teddy Edwards Octet — Back To Avalon (Contemp 
Big John Patton - Blue Planet Man (Evidence) 







d December's choicest CDs and albums — reviewed, revered, reviled 

cneck 


December winners: 

Weather Report, Snare 
Pressure and Highly 
Recommended, Toumani 
Diabate 

In soundcheck: 

Being, Peter Blegvad, Can, 
Cocteau Twins, Coil, John 
Coltrane, Foul Play, Grateful 
Dead, Jonathan Harvey, 
Hugh Hopper, Ken Ishii, 
Merzbow, Evan Parker 
Passengers, Jorge Reyes, 
Scanner, Soft Machine, Yma 
Sumac, Henry Threadgill, 
Simon Fisher Turner The 
Upsetterand more... 

In brief: 

Decodingthenew 
Electronics releases 
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Or call 


0121 734 3555 


Go to extremes 

Receive one year’s worth of Wires plus two Extreme CDs for just £25 
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Groovy/Pablo’s Eye 

Not one but two CDs are on offer to new subscribers this month - 
desirable Extreme label. Groovy is a pseudonym for Dan Burke, 
groups Elusion Of Safety and Gastr Del Sol. The CD is a kaleidosi 
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• A New music books — read, raved about, routed 
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available at 






